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.. man first of all exists, encounters himself, surges up in the

world— and defines himself afterwards. If man as the
existentialist sees him is not definable, it is because to begin
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with he is nothing. He will not be anything until later, and them
he will be what he makes of himself.**
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.. of all living creatures in the world, man has his vital and
mental energy vastly in excess of his need, which urges him to
work in various lines of creation for its own sake... art reveals
man’s wealth of life, which seeks its freedom in forms of
perfection which are an end in themselves.**
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The word “subjectivism” is to be understood in two senses, and
our adversaries play upon only one of them, Subjectivism
means, on the one hand, the freedom of the individual subject
and, on the other, that man cannot pass beyond human
subjectivity. It is the latter which is the deeper meaning of
existentialism.*®
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When we say that man chooses himself, we do mean that
every one of us must choose himself; but by that we also
mean that in choosing for himself he chooses for all
men.*®
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Abstract : Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) is a polymath
having career with great contributions especially in the field of
literature. His prolific writings in almost every main sectors of
literature are to be treated as great job evaluating it’s quantity
and quality. In many of his writings Rabindranath has expressed
some philosophical conceptions from which we can imply that
he is actually an existentialist in his humanitarian thought which
is in many ways, comparable to that of western existentialism, a
big philosophical movement in post Hegelian western
philosophy, which is, like Tagore, mainly expressed through
literature. But the existentialism of Rabindranath Tegore is not
something imitated from that of western existentialism; rather he
has maintained some special ways with his own view point
without sharing any conception of western thinkers and that is
why his existentialism is to be treated as a especial type of
existentialism which can be named as aesthetic existentialism.
In this article there has been an endeavor, at first, to show that
Rabindranath Tagore is an existentialist and secondly an
initiative has been taken to show the logic in favor of treating
Tagore’s existentialism as aesthetic existentialism.



